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Each of us came to know Alan as a staffer
for Lord Greville Janner of Braunstone, United
Kingdom. Lord Janner is a leader in European
efforts to fight anti-Semitism and racism, and
is the founding chairman of the International
Council of Jewish Parliamentarians, an organi-
zation of which we are all members. Alan
played a critical role in helping to bring this or-
ganization into existence.

Alan was a kind, dedicated and good per-
son, a young man with enormous potential
and great hopes for trying to build a better
world. Alan devoted himself to a life in politics
and intercommunal dialogue because he un-
derstood that it is only by effort and commit-
ment that the wounds of our world can be knit
up.

In a life of only 27 years, Alan was a dy-
namic student leader, an energetic voice for
British Jewry and pro-Israel advocacy, a tal-
ented leader in the campaign against racism
and bigotry, and a candidate for public office.
The future he was so brutally denied would
surely have been no less full of struggle,
achievement and success.

His death is a tragic loss for each of us, the
Jewish community in the United Kingdom, his
wide circle of friends and, most of all, his fam-
ily.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the
Senitt family: his parents, Karen and Jack, and
his siblings, James and Emma, who have
been so cruelly robbed of their son and broth-
er. Alan leaves behind a legacy of compas-
sion, vitality, good works and a vast potential
tragically curtailed. He will be deeply missed.

——————
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to extend my
congratulations to First United Methodist
Church of Pace on the opening of their new
sanctuary.

First United Methodist Church of Pace was
founded in 1955 and has since grown to be a
vital part of the Santa Rosa County commu-
nity. The congregation began meeting in a sin-
gle room of a cement block shop. The church
has grown in many ways, most recently with
the addition of their new sanctuary. In 1992 a
building committee was formed to look into the
possibility of expanding First United Methodist
Church of Pace’s facilities. With the financial
and spiritual support of the congregation this
vision has now become a reality.

From their humble beginning over 50 years
ago, First United Methodist Church of Pace
has blossomed into a thriving place of wor-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | would like to offer my heartfelt
congratulations to First United Methodist
Church of Pace on the opening of their new
sanctuary. The dedication of the congregation
to their church should be commended, and |
am pleased to have First United Methodist
Church of Pace in my district.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Mary Maynard
of Citrus County, Florida. Mary will soon do
something that all of us strive for, but that very
few of us will ever accomplish, celebrate her
100th birthday.

Born August 5, 1906 on a farm near Rush-
ville, Indiana, Mary attended Webb High
School in Rushville and later graduated from
business college.

A farmer's wife until 1948, Mary eventually
embarked on a career as a bookkeeper, real
estate and mobile home salesperson and
working for a prominent builder in Indianapolis
selling new homes. In 1960, Mary and her
daughter moved to Ft. Lauderdale where she
continued her real estate and sales work.

Eventually settling in the Gulf Coast in 1975,
Mary and her daughter moved first to
Brooksville, and then in 1984 to Citrus County.
Following several small strokes over the
years, Mary has lived in Arbor Trails Nursing
Home in Inverness, Florida for the past 3
years.

Her August 5th birthday celebration will be
attended by family and friends from Min-
nesota, North Carolina, Indiana, Ohio and
Florida. In fact, Mary has a long lineage
spread across the country, including a son
and a daughter, six grandchildren, twelve
great grandchildren and ten great great grand-
children!

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in hon-
oring Mary Maynard for reaching her 100th
birthday this coming August. | hope we all
have the good fortune to live as long as she
has.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Jeffrey D. Thomas of Oakland, California for
his extraordinary service to California’s 9th
U.S. Congressional District. Following his work
in the areas of politics, finance, and commu-
nity development, Jeffrey served as the Dis-
trict Director in my Oakland District Office from
January 2004 until June 2006. During that
time, Jeffrey played an integral role as a lead-
ing member of my staff, and his enthusiasm
for public service has brought a heightened
sense of purpose to my office.

Jeffrey was born in Mississippi in 1963, in
the midst of the social and political upheaval
that marked life in the American South during
the Civil Rights Movement. The son of a min-
ister and a teacher, at an early age Jeffrey de-
veloped a keen awareness of the social condi-
tions affecting his family and his community,
and of the struggles faced by African Ameri-
cans in the fight for civil rights. He recounts as
a formative moment in his childhood the occa-
sion when he saw one of my personal and
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professional mentors, Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, on television for the first time, a mo-
ment that was so significant for him not only
because of how inspired he was by her
speech, but because of his amazement at the
sight of another African American on tele-
vision, which was a rare occurrence at the
time.

Another part of his background that would
shape his life in the years ahead was his in-
volvement in the Head Start Program, a com-
prehensive childcare and development initia-
tive for children in low-income families, funded
by federal grants and matching money from
local entities in communities across the coun-
try. Not only was Jeffrey a Head Start child
himself, but his parents both worked with the
program for a number of years while he was
growing up. Furthermore, this program has re-
mained a part of his life until the present, as
he has gone on to represent my office on the
local Head Start advisory board in Oakland.

After growing up in Mississippi, Nebraska,
and Alabama, Jeffrey moved to Massachu-
setts, where he attended Brandeis University.
Following his graduation, he began working in
real estate, but was soon drawn to govern-
ment and public service, accepting a job in the
office of Senator EDWARD KENNEDY of Massa-
chusetts, a position in which he worked on
international finance, economic development
and constituent services. Following his time
there, he continued his work in the financial
sector, serving as part of the Mortgage Bank-
ers’ Association, Wiliam Morris, and as a
bank Vice President. After relocating to Cali-
fornia to work with a startup software com-
pany, Jeffrey became increasingly involved in
community development initiatives in the San
Francisco Bay Area, serving on entities such
as the Alameda Point Collaborative and the
boards of local non-profit organizations.

Jeffrey became the District Director in my
Oakland District Office in January 2004, and
did an excellent job of bringing his experience
in Senator KENNEDY’s office as well as in the
areas of finance, media, project management
and staff management to bear on his service
to the 9th Congressional District. Under his
leadership an exceptional staff has been de-
veloped, and numerous initiatives in the areas
of crime prevention, economic development,
affordable housing, environmental protection,
and poverty eradication have been introduced
and successfully executed by my office. Of
particular note has been his leadership on the
Criminal Records Remedies program in my
district, through which more than 2,000 non-
violent criminal records have been dismissed
in only 12 months, allowing thousands of for-
merly incarcerated individuals the opportunity
to obtain employment, housing, and the
chance to successfully complete their reentry
into society.

Jeffrey’s service has been distinguished not
only by his exceptional work ethic, but also his
commitment to the people of California’s 9th
U.S. Congressional District. Today, Jeffrey’s
colleagues, friends, and wife Rachel will come
together to celebrate his innumerable contribu-
tions to our community. On this very special
day, | join all of them in thanking and saluting
Jeffrey Thomas for his invaluable service to
California’s 9th U.S. Congressional District,
and to wish him the very best as he begins
the next chapter of his “spirit filled” life.
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